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WELLINGTON ALSO FOR ASST SECY HABIB 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, ASEAN 

SUB J : SUHARTO SPEECH AT ASEAN SUMMIT 

REF: JAKARTA 2395 

FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF PRESIDENT SUHARTO’S 
ADDRESS AT OPENING SESSION OF ASEAN SUMMIT MEETING 
FEB. 23: 


BEGIN TEXT 

EXCELLENCIES HEADS OF GOVERNMENT, DISTINGUISHED 

DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

FIRST OF ALL I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS ONCE AGAIN 

MY GREAT PLEASURE THAT AT THIS MOMENT THE ASEAN HEADS OF 
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GOVERNMENT ARE ASSEMBLED HERE TO CHART TOGETHER THE 
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FUTURE OF THE PEOPLES WE ARE REPRESENTING. 

WE GATHER NOW IN BALI NOT TO COVET SOMETHING OR 
TO SEEK TRIUMPH BY SUBMITTING BOMBASTIC IDEAS. WE CON- 
GREGATE AND DISCUSS TOGETHER BECAUSE URGED BY A GROWING 
URGENT REALITY. NAMELY THE NEED TO ACCELERATE THE ATTAIN 
MENT OF PROSPERITY, PROGRESS AND PEACE OF OUR PEOPLES, 

BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY. 

OUR MEETING TODAY IS IN RESPONSE TO THE CALL OF HISTORY. 

THE WORLD IS MOMENTARILY FOCUSING ITS EYES AND 
STRAINING ITS EARS TO BALI AT THIS VERY MOMENT. THE 
WORLD IS ANXIOUS TO LISTEN TO OUR VOICE AND TO SEE WHAT 
ARE OUR COMMON ACTIONS IN THE FUTURE AND WHAT DIRECTION 
ARE PURSUING. THIS IS HARDLY SURPRISING BECAUSE 
ASEAN HAS EMERGED GRADUALLY AS A VIABLE REGIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATION ENDOWED WITH POTENTIALS. A REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 
WHICH IS DESIROUS TO CONSOLIDATE ITSELF CONTINUALLY, AND 
HAS NO INTENTION OF AGGRAVATING THE ALREADY EXISTING, 

AND STILL UNSOLVED, WORLD DISORDERS AND TENSIONS, BUT IS 
KEEN TO CONTRIBUTE ITS SHARE IN BUILDING A WORLD WITH 
ENHANCED HUM ANIT ARI ANISM , WITH BETTER UNDERSTANDING, MORE 
JUST, PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS THAN THE ONE WE WITNESS 
AT PRESENT. 

BUT OF GREATER IMPORTANCE, HOWEVER, IS THAT IS 
OUR OWN PEOPLES WHO ARE PRESENTLY CONCENTRATING THEIR 
ATTENTION ON US HERE. WE CARRY ON OUR SHOULDERS THE 
OBLIGATION TO FULFILL THE ASPIRATIONS OF OUR PEOPLES 
REGARDING THE FUTURE, WHICH MUST ENSURE A BETTER PHYSICAL 
AND SPIRITUAL LIFE FOR THEM. 

IT HAS BEEN MORE THAN EIGHT YEARS SINCE THE INCEPTION 
OF THE BANGKOK DECLARATION. THERE WE HAD LAID DOWN OUR 
COMMON BASIS AND IDEALS OF A NEW SOUTHEAST ASIA. A 
SOUTHEAST ASIA CAPABLE OF HANDLING ITS OWN FUTURE AND 
DESTINY. 

I WILL NOT MENTION ONE BY ONE THE ACHIEVEMENTS WE 
HAD JOINTLY ATTAINED SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF OUR 
ASSOCIATION. BUT ONE THING IS OBVIOUS - AND THIS IS 
VERY IMPORTANT - THAT THERE IS THE DEEPENING OF MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING, FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION AMONG US. 

THESE DEVELOPMENTS ARE INDEED ENCOURAGING, WHICH WILL 
SERVE AS A BASIC STRENGTH OF OUR ASSOCIATION IN FACING 
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THE CALLENGES IN THE FUTURE. 

THERE ARE PROBABLY DIFFERENCES OF VIEWS AMONGST US 
REGARDING VARIOUS MATTERS. BUT I DO NOT SEE ANY REASON 
THAT THEY SHOULD BE NOTED AS DISAPPOINTING. THESE 
DIFFERENCES CLEARLY INDICATE THAT OUR MINDS REMAIN ACTIVE 
AND OUR CONCEPTIONS ARE DEVELOPING PRIOR TO REACHING A 
COMMON CONSENSUS. 

COOPERATION AMONG OURSELVES IS INCREASINGLY FELT AS 
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AN URGENT NEED, BECAUSE OUR EXISTENCE AND SURVIVAL IN 
THE WORLD TODAY DEPEND ON CLOSER INTERACTION AND INTER- 
DEPENDENCE AMONGST NATIONS. THERE ARE NUMEROUS PROBLEMS 
WHICH CAN ONLY BE OVERCOME IF THERE EXISTS COOPERATION 
AMONG US OR AT LEAST COORDINATED COMMON ACTIONS. 

THE FUNDAMENTAL BASIS OF ASEAN'S COOPERATION IS THE 
POLITICAL WILL. THUS THE BASIC EFFORT IN PROMOTING OUR 
ASSOCIATION IS TO FOSTER CONSTANTLY THAT POLITICAL WILL, 
WHETHER WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT CIRCLES, THE STATE INSITU- 
TIONS OR THE COMMUNITY IN GENERAL. IN OTHER WORDS WE 
MUST BRING ASEAN CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE. HENCE OUR 
ASSOCIATION AND ALL ITS ACTIVITIES WILL CONTINUALLY HAVE 
ITS ASPIRATIONS AND VITALITY. THIS ACTUALLY SERVES AS 
FOUNDATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF OUR COOPERATION. 

STARTING FROM SUCH A BASIC STANDPOINT, THE PATTERNS 
WE FOLLOW IN SUCH COOPERATION ARE COMMON APPROACH, MUTUAL 
AGREEMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF MATTERS WE HAD AGREED 
UPON PREVIOUSLY. THE NATURE AND INTENSITY OF COOPERATION 
AMONG US. HOWEVER. ARE NOT RESTRICTED MERELY ON CONVER- 
GENCE OF VIEWS ON VARIOUS QUESTIONS AT A PARTICULAR TIME. 

AND ALSO NOT JUST ON COMMON INTEREST WHICH MAY BE 
TEMPORARY IN NATURE. COOPERATION IS A PREREQUISITE FOR 
MEMBER STATES OF THIS ASSOCIATION IN TRYING TO ATTAIN 
THE RESPECTIVE NATIONAL OBJECTIVES REGARDED AS MOST SUITABLE. 
THROUGH SUCH CLOSE COOPERATION AND SPIRIT, WE 
CERTAINLY WILL ACHIEVE PROGRESS, PROSPERITY AND PEACE, 

WHILE INDIVIDUALLY THEY STILL SET THE COURSE IN CONFORMITY 
WITH THEIR OWN IDENTITY OF THEIR NATION-BUILDING. 

COOPERATION WITHIN ASEAN DOES NOT CONSTITUTE MAINLY 
AN INSTRUMENT OF ATTAINING A GOAL, BUT IT IS ITSELF AN 
OBJECT OF OUR COMMON ENDEAVOR. CONGRUENT WITH THE 
EFFORT TO FOSTER THE POLITICAL WILL, THEREFORE, THE 
SPIRIT OF COOPERATION MUST LIKEWISE BE ENHANCED. SINCE 
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COOPERATION ITSELF ALSO BECOMES THE OBJECT OF ACTIVITY. 

AND REFLECTING THE DETERMINATION OF SOVEREIGN COUNTRIES, 
HENCE THE REALISTIC BASIC ATTITUDE WHICH WE HAVE TO 
ADOPT IS AN ATTITUDE OF PRESERVING HARMONY. OUR COMMON 
COURSE AND ENDEAVOR MUST BE WITHIN A PERSPECTIVE WHICH 
ENSURES THE HARMONY BETWEEN COMMON INTEREST AND THAT OF 
THE RESPECTIVE MEMBER STATE, THE HARMONY BETWEEN MUTUAL 
BENEFIT AND THAT OF EACH INDIVIDUAL MEMBER STATE. THIS 
FURTHERMORE BECOMES ESSENTIAL BECAUSE THE WEAKNESS OF 
ONE OF US WILL IMPOSE GREATER WEAKNESS ON US AS A WHOLE. 

WE MUST, THEREFORE, EXPAND COOPERATION WHICH IS COMPLE- 
MENTARY, RECIPROCALLY FORTIFYING, THUS BY STAGES THEIR 
ABILITY WILL BE BOLSTERED BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLEC- 
TIVELY. WE TAKE COMMON DECISION AND COOPERATE AS 
PARTNERS ON EQUAL FOOTING. 
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THIS, I BELIEVE, CONSTITUTES THE PRINCIPAL STRENGTH 
OF OUR ASSOCIATION. 
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IT IS THIS STRENGTH, INDEED, THAT HAS DEMONSTRTATED 
TO THE WORLD AND TO OUR PEOPLES THAT ASEAN IS UNDOUBTEDLY 
VIABLE. ASEAN HAS ALSO EMERGED AS A SIGNIFICANT FORECE 
TO BE RECKONED WITH INTERNATIONALLY EVEN BY THOSE WHO 
WERE INITIALLY SKEPTICAL. 

THERE MAY BE SOME WHO WONDER ABOUT WHAT THE CONCRETE 
RESULTS OF ASEAN ARE. ONE MAY EXPRESS THE OPINION THAT 
ASEAN CAN MOVE AT A MUCH FASTER PACE. THESE QUESTIONS 
MAY LIKELY BE RAISED BY OUR PEOPLES TOO. 

IN THIS RESPECT I WANT TO REITERATE THAT REGIONAL 
COOPERATION TAKES TIME BEFORE IT CAN MOVE FORWARD WITH 
GREATER RAPIDITY. 

TODAY, AFTER WE HAVE GAINED VALUABLE EXPERIENCE 
DURING MORE THAN EIGHT YEARS, THE TIME HAS APPROPRIATELY 
ARRIVED FOR US TO PLAN TOGETHER THE FUTURE AS WELL AS 
TO CONSOLIDATE OURSELVES. 
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IN CHARTING A PROSPEROUS FUTURE, THEREFORE, STABILITY 
AND PEACE ALONG WITH DEVELOPMENT ARE EQUALLY IMPORTANT 
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AND INTERRELATED. 

IT IS MOREOVER QUITE UNREALISTIC TO SPEAK ABOUT 
THE FUTURE IF WE OVERLOOK THE QUESTION OF NATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL STABILITY, WHEREBY THE STABILITY IN THE FIELD 
OF SECURITY IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTORS. TO 
PRESERVE NATIONAL STABILITY WHICH MEANS SELF-PROTECTION, 
SAFEGUARDING THE TERRITORIAL AND NATIONAL INTEGRITY AND 
DEFENDING THE NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, THESE ARE THE LEGITI- 
MATE RIGHTS OF EVERY COUNTRY. IN THIS CONTEXT, THEREFORE, 

ANY EVENTUAL COOPERATION AMONG US SHOULD NOT BE 
REGARDED AS SOMETHING TO BE FORWNED UPON. NEVERTHELESS 
IT MUST BE CLEAR TO US AND TO THE WORLD: THAT WE HAVE NO 
INTENTION OF ESTABLISHING A MILITARY PACT, AS IT WAS 
MISINTERPRETED BY SOME PEOPLE. COOPERATION AMONG US IN 
THE REALM OF SECURITY IS NEITHER THE CAPABILITY NOR 
THE INTENTION TO HAVE IT. OUR CONCEPT OF SECURITY IS 
INWARD-LOOKING, NAMELY TO ESTABLISH AND ORDERLY, PEACEFUL 
AND STABLE CONDITION WITHIN EACH INDIVIDUAL TERRITORY, 

FREE FROM ANY SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS AND INFILTRATIONS, 
WHEREVER FROM THEIR ORIGINS MIGHT BE. 

THIS PROBLEM BECOMES EVEN MORE IMPORTANT BECAUSE 
OUR SUCCESS IN THIS ENDEAVOR WILL BE THE KEY TO THE 
GROWING REGIONAL STABILITY AND TO THE INCREASING PACE 
OF DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS OF EACH OF OUR NATIONS. THERE 
HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS INDICATIONS WHICH HAD CONVINCED US 
THAT BACKWARDNESS OCCASIONALLY BECOMES THE EASY TARGET 
OF EXTERNAL SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS THE SOURCE 
OF INTERNAL SOCIAL UNREST. ON THIS MATTER I THINK WE 
ALL SHARE IDENTICAL VIEWS. I WOULD LIKE ONLY TO QUOTE 
OUR PRONOUNCEMENT AS STIPULATED IN THE BANGKOK DECLARATION, 
AS FOLLOWS: "CONSIDERING THAT THE COUNTRIES IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA SHARE A PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR STRENGTHENING 
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STABILITY FOR THE REGION AND 
ENSURING THEIR PEACEFULL AND PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL DEVELOP- 
MENT, AND THAT THEY ARE DETERMINED TO ENSURE THEIR 
STABILITY AND SECURITY FROM EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE IN 
ANY FORM OR MANIFESTATION IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THEIR 
NATIONAL IDENTITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS AND 
ASPIRATIONS OF THEIR PEOPLES." 

IT IS MAINLY FOR THIS PURPOSE THAT WE OUGHT TO 

PROMOTE CONSTANTLY OUR RESPECTIVE NATIONAL RESILIENCE 
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WHICH IN TURN WILL BE CONDUCIVE TO THE CREATION OF A 
REGIONAL RESILIENCE. INWARD. NATIONAL RESILIENCE MEANS 
THE CAPACITY TO SURVIVE SAFELY FROM THE PROCESS OF 
NEEDED SOCIETY CHANGES, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME PRESERVING 
ITS OWN IDENTITY. OUTWARD, IT IS THE CAPACITY TO RESIST 
ANY EVENTUAL DANGERS FROM WITHOUT. NATIONAL RESILIENCE, 
MOREOVER, COVERS THE CONSOLIDATION OF ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENTS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NATION IN ITS ENTIRETY; 
WHICH ARE RESILIENCE IN THE IDEOLOGICAL FIELD, RESILIENCE 
IN THE POLITICAL FIELD, RESILIENCE IN THE SOCIO-CULTURAL 
FIELD AND RESILIENCE IN THE MILITARY FIELD. SINCE 
NATIONAL RESILIENCE REQUIRES THE CONTINUED ADVANCEMENT 
OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS OF A NATION, THE EMPHASIS ON 
PROBLEMS BEING UNDERTAKEN AT A CERTAIN GIVEN PERIOD OR 
STAGE WILL DEPEND ON THE SITUATION AND PARTICULAR NEED 
OF THE NATION ITSELF. FOR US, AS DEVELOPING NATIONS, 
APPARENTLY IT IS THE ECONOMIC RF.STLTF.NCF, WHICH REQUIRES 
THE MOST ATTENTION AND DEMANDS COMMON CONCRETE ACTION. 
MEANWHILE EACH OF US IS ACTUALLY FACING SIMILAR 
MAJOR PROBLEMS, ALTHOUGH THERE MIGHT BE DIFFERENCES IN 
SCOPE AND EMPHASIS. THE PROBLEM I REFER TO IS HOW CAN WE 
GUIDE AND LEAD THE WAY TO OUR PEOPLES IN ATTAINING 
PROSPERITY AND IN ENJOYING SOCIAL JUSTICE. THE ONLY 
POSSIBLE COURSE TO TAKE IS BY CARRYING OUT NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, PRIMARILY CONCENTRATING ON ECONOMIC DEVELOP 
MENT WITHOUT NEGLECTING OTHER FIELDS. 

IT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY EVIDENT THAT CONCERTED 
EFFORT AND CONCRETE STEPS TOWARDS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CAN NO LONGER BE POSTPONED DUE TO VARIOUS ECONOMIC 
CRISES WHICH ENGULFED THE WORLD LATELY. 

I BELIEVE, THEREFORE, THAT WE MUST CONCENTRATE OUR 
ATTENTION AND EXERT OUR COMMON STEPS IN GENERATING 
DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. MOTIVATED BY THE SPIRIT OF 
SOLIDARITY, MUTUAL TRUST AND COOPERATION WE WILL BE ABLE 
TO HELP OURSELVES, AND PROTECT OUR INTEREST FROM OTHERS 
WHICH ARE IRRELEVANT TO THE ASPIRATIONS AND DESTINY OF 
OUR PEOPLES. 

OUR GOAL IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS TO ENABLE US TO 
GENERATE AND ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT WITH A VIEW TO 
RAISING THE PEOPLE'S LIVING STANDARD. SIMULTANEOUSLY 
WE WILL ALSO BE ENDOWED WITH THE ABILITY TO FACE THE 
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RAPID AND MAJOR CHANGES IN THE FUTURE, CHANGES WHICH 
WILL CERTAINLY OCCUR IN OUR RESPECTIVE SOCIETY NOW 
ENGAGED IN DEVELOPMENT, AS WELL AS OTHER NEW CHANGES 
WHICH MAY HAPPEN IN THE WORLD. IN SUCH COOPERATION WE 
MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL. AND CERTAINLY NOT THE CONTRARY. 

THE LEVELS OF OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH ARE NOT THE SAME. 
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IT IS OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE, THEREFORE, THAT WE SHOULD 
CAREFULLY DECIDE ON THE FIELDS AND METHODS TO BE UNDER- 
TAKEN, ESPECIALLY IN ENSURING THE ATTAINMENT OF SHORT 
TERM OBJECTIVES AND IN SAFEGUARDING LONG TERM TARGETS. 
OUTWARDLY WE MUST UNIFY OUR COMMON STAND IN FACING 
OTHER REGIONAL GROUPINGS AND WORLD ECONOMIC POWERS. NOT 
IN THE SENSE OF CONFRONTATION, BUT IN JOINTLY SEEKING 
WAYS AND MEANS OF ESTABLISHING A MORE EQUITABLE WORLD 
ECONOMIC ORDER. IN THIS CONTEXT, THEREFORE, WE WILL 
CONSEQUENTLY CONTRIBUTE OUR COMMON SHARE TOWARDS THE 
CREATION OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. 

IN CONCLUSION, MAY I EMPHASIZE ONCE AGAIN THE 
CONVICTION OF INDONESIA THAT THE BASIC STRENGTH OF OUR 
ASSOCIATION LIES ON SOLIDARITY, FRIENDSHIP AND DETERMINA- 
TION FOR MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL COOPERATION. THIS HAS BEEN 
THE STRENGTH WHICH HAS USHERED US IN REACHING COMMON 
CONSENSUS ON VARIOUS JOINT IDEAS AND ACTIONS WE HAD 
ADOPTED IN THE PAST. 

IT IS PRECISELY THIS STRENGTH WHICH IS GOING TO 
SUSTAIN US DURING OUR PRESENT MEETING IN PROVIDING THE 
ANSWER TO THE HOPES OF MILLIONS OF OUR PEOPLES WHO ARE 
DESIROUS IN FOSTERING CLOSER FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION 
FOR THEIR BETTER FUTURE. 

MAY GOD ALMIGHTY BESTOW HIS WISE GUIDANCE AND 
BLESSINGS UPON US ALL. 

THANK YOU. 

END TEXT. 
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